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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
The feedback I've received from many of you 
regarding our new meeting location at 
O'Traina's has been very positive. Tom, Lisa, 
Jennifer and staff always provide us with excel-
lent food, beverage and service as well as mak-
ing everyone feel welcome. 

We had another great meeting in June with over 
50 members and guests in attendance. The 
weather even co-operated so most people rode. 
Over 40 bikes lined Main Street outside 
O'Traina's. It was a great sight. 

I want to thank Bernie Weiss for doing a great 
job relating his account of the Iron Butt Ride 
which he recently completed. You had to hear 
Bernie talk about his adventure in person to 
really appreciate it. Chris said after listening to 
that, who can complain about a 15-hour ride in 
a truck. 

For upcoming ride and event information con-
sult your Cruise Calendar, or our Website 
www.topcats.org  or the Top cats Hotline 
847-622-3501. 

Don't forget - Top Cats Monthly Meeting in July 
is Tuesday the 11th. 

See you at the meeting. 

Ride Safe, 

Your Prez 

George Lax 	APti  

ANGELS 
LITTLE ANGELS 
By Traveler 

Ever have one of those weekends where you have 
too many options for fun to chose from? It was 
that way on May 21st when we had a choice 
between our Top Cats' ride to the Elgin H.O.G. 
Little Angels Ride or a more local fun - ride with 
another club. Tough choice but not a hard deci-
sion. I was leading our Little Angels Ride so I had 
to be there. We had thirteen Top Cats and three 
guests show up at the Hunt Club to ride down to 
the Elgin Community College that morning. The 
day was perfect with warm, sunny skies and calm 
winds. We arrived at registration around 10:00 
AM and while most of us registered, some depart-
ed to ride the fun ride with another club. I could-
n't help but think of the great time that other group 
was going to have as we rode to Elgin in a near -
perfect formation. Even our guests rode great 
after our pre ride safety briefing. 

After registering, we each had a route sheet that 
was worthless if you were riding solo. John and 
Dar Lunde jumped in to lead our group along the 
100 mile course with Dar doing an excellent job 
of navigating in spite of the cops waving us in the 
wrong direction at some turns. While almost all of 
our group was new to this ride, we decided to stop 
at the Little Angels Home along the route. Little 
Angels Home had recently completed construction 
on a very expansive addition. As we pulled in, 
there was a large banner welcoming us and about 
six of the residents waiting in wheelchairs outside 
with their attendants. We walked among the kids, 
touching, smiling, trying to communicate through 
catatonic stares and wondering how difficult it 
must be to care for them. A nurse came up to 
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THE MOTO-JACK CYCLE LIFT 

The perfect toot to get your bike off the 
ground for washing, maintenance or 
storage. Made of heavy gauge steel, 
featuring a 4 ton hydraulic jack and 

dual safety stops at 3 levels. &rands 
from 5 to 16 inches. Heavy duty metal 

wheels allows you to move it easily 
around your garage or work area. 

Price: Only $239.00 
Randy's Cycle is a full service shop 

specializing in Harley Davidsons 
and all Metric Cruisers. 

****Parts 
*** *A ccessories 
****Chrome Plating 
****Powder Coating 

WE CAN 1)0 IT ALL! 
11013 Route 47, PO Box 516, 

Huntley, IL 60142 
(847) 669-0256 

FAX (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Vice President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Tiger" Irvine 	 847/381-3253 
(obrienirvine@prodigy.com) 

Secretary 	Ken "Hawkee" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 
(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 
(carlbender@aol.com) 

Past President 	Ric Case 	 847/363-1542 
(richardicasegalac.ameritec.com) 

Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 	 815/356-0023 
bhulden@mc.net  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.toneats.or2 HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 

NEXT MEETING: July 11, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (info@gotravelinc.com) 	815/459-9345 
Charity 	Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com) 	847/634-6402 

Ray & Diane Caprio (rcapsr@aol.com ) 	630/837-0849 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PlueBrass@aoLcom) 	847/803-0002 
Programs 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 
Products 	Alicia Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Public Relations 	John "Coach" Eliasik 	 847/884-9313 

John Kahles 	 847/566-7756 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@mc.net) 	815/356-0023 
Safety 	Wayne "Travelee' Kirkpanic (wkirkpa177@aoLoom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Security 	Terry "Teacup" Pollick 	 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com) 	 847/732-2767 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jakek12.1us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

WE NEED YOU 
To Help Find a Cure 

for Childhood Brain Tumors 
Get Your Ride for Kids' Registration Kit 

at your local motorcycle dealer 
TODAY 

Come ride with hundreds 
of motorcyclists and meet our 
great poster kids for one of 

the most memorable 
motorcycle rides of your life. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A FREE EVENT KIT CALL THE PBTFUS AT 

(800) 253-6530 or (828) 665-6891 ■ S35 Min. Donation per motorcycle 

SUNDAY 
July 16 
2 0 0 0 

ROAD RIDE 
STARTING LOCATION 

Allstate Headquarters 
2775 Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 

REGISTRATION 
7:00 AM TO 9:15 AM 

RIDE BEGINS 
9:30 AM SHARP 



Com plele Detaiibi Service' 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises `t,1 

708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  
'x'ax'axxxxxxxxxzwaxaxv®,,xxxxxwaxx x® 

xxx  
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

Helmet Laws? If we keep it up, we just might give 
the legislators the ammunition they need to pass 
mandatory helmet laws. Seems that last year 2,537 
motorcyclists were killed on bikes. Of those fatali-
ties, 30% had a blood / alcohol content that exceed-
ed .10. Sobering thought ain't it? 
Doctor Laws? While doctors are some of the 
strongest proponents of helmet laws they, as a 
group, contribute to more deaths than helmetless 
riders. USA Today reports that, of the 700,000 
physicians in the US, there are 98,000 deaths due 
to medical accidents or .14 per doctor. There are 
4,000,000 motorcyclists in the US with an average 
of 2,000 deaths per year. That's only .0005 deaths 
per rider. I think all the doctors should wear 
helmets!!! 
Norton. Remember those ultra - fast British bikes 
of the '60's? Times haven't changed. Norton's 
CEO, Robert Kilpatrick, has been charged with 
ultra - fast credit fraud and forgery. Prediction: 
Norton folds this year. 
Steve McQueen. 01' Stevo once owned a 1951 
Triumph 650cc Thunderbird. Fans can bid on it 
Sept, 9th at Southby's Chicago gallery. 
Victory Recall. Polaris announced a surprise for 
their 1999 Victory owners. Recall #99V-206, 
defective throttle body valve disk. Call NHTSA at 
800 424-9393 for specifics. 
State Laws. South Carolina may soon join Arizona, 
Iowa, Oregon and Washington in abolishing han-
dlebar height limits. (Dumb idea!) Arizona passed 
anti - discrimination legislation making it unlaw-
ful to deny services to bikers. (Good idea!) 

Biker Culture 

Bikers would be a lot better off in this world if we just 
remembered some of life's basic tenets such as: 
We might have to grow old but we don't have to grow up. 
A conclusion is where you gave up thinkin'. 
When everything's coming your way, you're in the 
wrong damn lane! 
Only  borrow money  from a pessimist - they  won't 
expect it back. 
The early  bird might get the worm but remember, it's 
the SECOND mouse who gets the cheese. 
Eagles might soar but weasels don't get sucked into 
jet engines. 
Depression is just bein' pissed - off without enthusiasm. 
I think 42.759% of all statistics are made up on the spot. 
On the other hand, 99% of all lawyers give the other 
1% a bad name. 
Is atheism a non - prophet organization? 
He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 
The difference between a girlfriend and a wife is 
somewhere around 45 lbs. 
The difference between a boyfriend and a husband is 
somewhere around 45 minutes. 
Safe sex ain't just a padded headboard. 
Never could figure out what makes men chase 
women they  have on intention of marrying. 
Probably  the same thing that makes dogs chase 
motorcycles they  have no intention of riding. 
The older you get, the harder it is to get charged with 
sexual harassment. 
The more you complain, the longer God makes you live. 
Smile, it's the second best thing you can do with 
your lips! 
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LAKE VILLA, /L 

(847) 356-3000 

1-101V1:01%- M--4K Kawasaki 
Come ride with us. 	Let the good times roll. 

EXCEISIOR HENDERSON 

 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

 

 

SPECIAL FINANCING 

  

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES OVER 
Ii IN PARTS 

AND CCESSORIES 

 

ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 

* SUZUKI 

our 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 
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thank us and offered to give our group a tour. 
It was sobering. She pointed out such things as 
being licensed to care for kids from birth to 21 
although they have waivers on some residents 
because families abandon them. Can you imag-
ine putting a child in a home at birth or aban-
doning any child? The Home is funded by private 
funds with no state or federal money. Funds from 
bikers have no restrictions on how they're used 
and make up a significant part of their annual 
budget. The entire new wing, which resembled 
one brand new floor of a major hospital, was 
paid for by bikers. Kids will now be able to be 
fed, bathed, and even electronically monitored in 
their rooms. One of the new hallways even had a 
sign designating it Harley - Davidson Boulevard. 

The amount of questions our group asked during 
the tour showed great interest in the operation 
and an awe over it as well. The tour ended in a 
visitors' lounge where we were treated to snacks 
and soft drinks. A sobering silence surrounded us 
as we realized, almost in unison, how lucky we 
were. 

The rest of the ride was as enjoyable as the begin-
ning and finished at the ECC campus where we 
were fed, listened to a band, checked door prizes 
and raffles, and headed home in small groups. 

We might not have had as much fun as some folks 
who opted for other rides that weekend but, I think 
as a group, we felt a whole lot better about our-
selves that night. You see, we made a conscious 
decision to spend our money on deserving kids, 
not on ourselves at local bars. Sure, we had to lis-
ten to a nurse's emotional gratitude and missed 
women reading dirty poetry. We had to ride with 
the same old well - disciplined riders and missed 
the thrill of riding with a new group whose skills 
we didn't know. And, yeah, we spent the day 
watching kids so disabled that they could only 
stare and drool, not voluptuous women who we 
could stare and drool at. But, I'll bet that every 
one of us would make the same choice next time. 
It sorta reinforces what American bikin' is about... 
Loyalty, Charity, Sacrifice, and Brotherhood. 
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WAUCONDA 
	

HAWTHORNE WOODS 
847-526-4499 
	

847-566-3003 

Intimacy 
By Traveler 

I think that's what it's called. It's the closeness you 
feel for your lady when she washes and waxes your 
motorcycle. It's the fondness of heart you have for her 
when, for your anniversary, she not only cleans it but 
details it as well. It's that feeling you both have when 
you wake up Sunday morning and you find her lov-
ingly polishing your riding boots and preparing your 
leathers for the day's ride. If this portrays your rela-
tionship...DO NOT READ ANY FURTHER. Try 
and find a scientist who can clone her!! If it does-
n't....then read on. 
From a real layman's viewpoint, it looks to me like 
intimacy only has two parts; emotional closeness and 
physical closeness. On that assumption, I would tell 
you that motorcycling meets the requirements of inti-
macy...you are physically close (unless you have a 
sidecar) and emotionally connected (the majority of 
the month anyway.) 
While it's great to do things together, such as motor-
cycling, it can become real boring and the cause of the 
world's shortest conversation (you know: "What's 
the matter, Honey?" "Oh, nothing!") if you both don't 
actively participate. 
I'm sure Ann Landers would agree with me when I tell 
you that you'll have a much better love life if you and 
your lady practice safe motorcycling and both of you 
participate in the ride. 
First of all, the team work, and interaction, required 
between two riders on a bike is best reflected in terms 
such as Rider and Co-Rider (CR). An experienced CR 
is much more than just a navigator and is certainly not 
just a passenger. While there are many passengers out 
on two wheels, the ladies that we nde with are the 
more experienced Co-Riders. 
So, what makes a good CR and what do they do? 
Well, this ain't about washin' and waxin' the bike, get-
tin' you a beer, or wearin' stylish leathers. It's about 
stickin' your knees in the breeze and rollin' up some 
hard saddle time. Experienced riders know what it 
means to become "one with the bike". The CR will 
experience this also and all three; you, the CR, and the 
machine, will solidify into a single, well coordinated, 
unit. Here's some things to do before a ride, during a 
ride and after a ride. 

PRE - RIDE PREPARATION. Get off to a 
good, coordinated start. You won't have a lot of oppor-
tunity to discuss much when your rollin' your iron 
down the concrete at 65 mph. So discuss and agree 
ahead of time on things like: 

Responsibilities. Sort out who will do what, 
when. Typically, the rider is responsible for the 
mechanics and the operation of the scooter. Only one 
person should give hand signals for turning, stopping, 
etc. The CR can handle organizing and packing, tak-
ing the right gear such as rain suits, helmets, eye pro-
tection, sun screen, etc. The front end belongs to the 
rider, the back end (saddle bags, T-Bag, rear saddle, 
back rest, rear pegs, etc) belongs to the CR. Let the 

CR set up the back as you would adjust your controls 
for the front. 

Communication. Establish signals to help 
communicate like asking the CR to tap you twice on 
the shoulder when ready to take off. This prevents any 
misunderstanding from trying to talk through a helmet 
or over the noise of other bikes taking off. Two taps 
means "I'm ready, everything is secure back here, my 
feet are on the pegs, let's ride." Before a ride, is the 
time to agree on your communications en route. Work 
out hand signals for rest stops, food stops, etc, before 
you roll out. Be careful not to let your CR use hand 
signals that are similar to traditional hand traffic sig-
nals such as left or right turn. This may confuse other 
riders and drivers near you. In most places it is illegal 
for a CR to give traffic hand signals and, it is not a 
good practice anyway. I know of one lady CR whose 
signal for her rider to slow down is to grab him by the 
crotch until he slows. (Not recommended, but effec-
tive communication.) 

Knowledge. CRs should know the why of 
what they're doing. They will be able to contribute 
more to the ride if they understand the dynamics of 
riding and the mechanics of the scooter. Think about 
it. Would you rather have your CR tell you, at the first 
stop, that some thingamajig fell off your bike five 
miles back or would you rather have a more specific 
report such as "Hey! The rear master cylinder is leak-
ing."? It's easy to put a CR through home motorcycle 
school. Just have her help with normal maintenance, 
cleaning, adjusting, and explain to her what you are 
doing and why. Simply explaining that "This is the 
rear brake master cylinder. If it leaks we could lose 
our rear brake, crash, and die" or "This is my wallet, if 
it falls out and we lose it, you can't go shopping", goes 
a long way toward a better ride. 

Mechanics. Most motorcycles require some 
degree of setup for riding double. States often have 
laws covering minimum equipment for a passenger. 
Common sense should tell you that the CR needs to be 
as comfortable as the rider. Good safety practices dic-
tate that the CR has a comfortable seat, a grab handle 
or strap, foot pegs, and a back rest, all properly adjust-
ed. Keep comfort in mind too. Some rear saddles 
look like torture devices. Ever wonder what it would 

CONTINUED ON PAC.E....6 

NOW SERVING YOU FROM 2 GREAT LOCATIONS 

PRIVATE ROOMS FOR PARTIES AND BANQUETS 
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feel like to sit on a vibrating corn cob for four hours? 
Rear shocks need to be adjusted for the additional 
weight of a CR. Don't assume that the shocks will 
carry the added weight. Ask her what she ways. 
(I wanna be there for that.) Adjust them before the 
ride or your first indication of overloaded shocks will 
be degraded handling, hard bottoming out, and at 
night, your headlight will double as a landing beacon 
for the space shuttle. Unsafe and not cool. 

Saddle Up / Dismount. Getting on and off of 
a motorcycle seems like a real no brainer but, it can be 
simplified by establishing a procedure. Tell your CR 
to mount up after you have the bike balanced and 
AFTER they let you know they're getting on. When 
you stop, the CR dismounts first, then you dismount. 
If you're backing up to park, have the CR dismount 
before you back it in. You can signal to the CR to dis-
mount with two taps on her right leg. (CAUTION: 
Two taps on the leg does not count as foreplay!) The 
different configurations of motorcycles, and rider 
preference, will determine your procedures. It just 
makes it easier, and safer, if you have one. 

Loading. I only have one pet peeve and that 
is DON'T HOG THE SADDLE BAGS!! Have you 
ever prepared for a long ride and tried to load your 
thermos, or one change of clothes only to find both 
saddle bags crammed full of makeup, hair dryers, 
eight different outfits, spare shoes, a years supply of 
pantyhose, and next week's TV Guide? It ain't a pret-
ty sight. Agree in advance what to bring and who 
stores what where. Perhaps the left bag is yours for 
clothes and tools and the CR has the right bag. If you 
know where you have each item stowed, it's much 
easier to find things. One common sense tip. Pack the 
things that you use often, (hairbrush?) or might need 
in a hurry, (rain suite) last. That way they'll be on top 
for quick access. You can also send clothes, etc, ahead 
via FEDEX or U.S. Mail, to your destination. 

DURING THE RIDE. You're all prepared 
and you and your CR are ready to light the fire and 
stick your knees in the breeze. If you haven't ridden 
two up before, don't do it in a crowd. It's safer and 
easier to try it in a school parking lot on a weekend, 
and then get some road time alone, than it is to ride 
two up on a group ride in traffic for the first time. 
Many of the activities and actions that you'll want to 
consider while you're underway, are safety issues. 
The CR MUST be aware of them, prior to riding, and 
practice them during the ride. 

Movement. Experienced riders and CRs 
know that moving around in the saddle changes the 
handling dynamics of the bike. Make sure that your 
CR knows how movement affects your scooter. Tell 
them not to make drastic weight changes or constant-
ly wiggle around. They should make all movements 
"Soft" movements. Now they don't have to be as rigid 
and still as an upset spouse in bed, but they do have to 
relax and make all movement smooth and easy. And, 
while leaning forward on the rider may enhance inti-
macy, it makes it harder for the rider to effectively 
control the motorcycle. 

Signaling. The rider should do the traffic sig- 
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naling. It's not prudent, and in some states it is illegal, 
to let the CR give traffic hand signals, or to even dupli-
cate the signals that the rider is giving. The CR should 
be alert to turns and maneuvers that the rider is prepar-
ing to make because of handling dynamics. As a CR 
be careful how you point to things as you ride... your 
actions just might be taken by the rider behind you as 
a hand signal. 

Curves. The added weight of the CR drasti-
cally affects what is technically known as gyro 
dynamics. We know it simply as screwin' up the han-
dlin'. A good rider can anticipate, and counter, the 
weight of the CR. A good CR can help the rider by 
remembering a few techniques. It makes it easier to 
negotiate turns when the CR leans with the bike and 
rider. The trick is how much and when to lean. It 
takes practice to perfect but, as the rider approaches a 
turn and leans into the inside of the turn, the CR 
should also lean with the rider. DO NOT lean before 
or after the rider leans, but with the rider!! This is crit-
ical because the CR can lean early and cause an under-
steer condition or lean late and cause an oversteer. So 
lean with the rider. Now don't lean too far. A simple 
technique is just to look over the rider's shoulder in the 
direction of the curve. If you are going through a right 
hand curve, look over the rider's right shoulder. Left 
curve, left shoulder. This might not seem like the CR 
is doing much but, it helps to prevent too much lean-
ing. Leaning too far is much worse than not leaning 
at all and, the CR must be consistent. The rider must 
be able to anticipate that the CR will lean, with the 
bike, every time. This way the rider can confidently 
set up for a curve and not have to react to an unex-
pected weight differential that could cause the rider to 
enter a turn too hot (fast). 

Braking. As experienced riders know, 90% of 
your braking efficiency is on the front wheel because 
of the shift of weight to the front when stopping. 
Braking is actually enhanced when you have a CR 
aboard. Normal stopping shifts the weight forward 
and off of the rear wheel. With a CR, you have addi- 
tional weight on the rear wheel, hence more traction 
and more effective rear wheel braking. Now, when 
braking, the CR has two responsibilities. First, brace 
herself on the foot pegs and the grab bar or strap. 
Don't slide forward into the rider. Riders get annoyed 
when they're pushed forward and take a gas cap in the 
crotch. It can also cause such a severe shift in weight 
that you may cause the bike to go down. Secondly, the 
CR should remain alert to, and anticipate, downshift- 
ing and braking. Don't get so relaxed that your head 
snaps forward and you hit the rider in the back of the 
head during a sudden stop. Not only could this cause 
whiplash, but it can also result in a fat lip for the CR. 
Also, remember, when you are wearing a helmet, your 
head will have more momentum during a sudden stop. 

Accelerating. Again, as with braking, both 
the rider and the CR must be alert to weight transfer. 
Acceleration causes a rearward weight shift. The CR 
should brace to keep from sliding back, or even off of 
the bike. Do not unexpectedly grab the rider at the last 
minute, during acceleration, to keep from sliding 
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CruisingN 

	
Right On Over To 

° Ili..a  'TS in Libertyville 
•. we're out to save you time and MONEY! 
s and we guarantee it IN WRITING! 

Come on in and see one of our top guns! 
There's Otis "My Man, He Loves Us" Racket, 

"Super Duper" Roger Cooper, 
and MO (just MO- no nickname) 

for the hottest deals in town! 

BAN 
With over 0Q( 

We've 

Tire Change 
w/purchase of tires at 
Banzai Motorsports . 

Not valid with other 
promotions or discounts. 	I 

 Offer expires June 30, 2000. 1  
— 

While you're at it, 
newly remodele 
and accesso 
the newest t 

ime to visit our 
handed parts 

Activities-July 2000 
7 - 11 Pony Express Ride, 

Road Captain: Sandy Vernon 

5 	Pony Express Welcome, 2:30 - 4:30 pm 
Walgreen's HQ, 200 Wilmount Rd, 
Deerfield, IL 

11 	Top Cats' Meeting, 7:00 pm, O'Traina's, 
Wauconda, IL 

16 	Ride For Kids, O'Traina's, 
Wauconda, IL, 7:00 AM, 
Road Captain: Bernie Weiss 

16 	Palatine H.O.G. Breakfast Run, 
Suburban H-D 

25 	Top Cats' Charity Ride Meeting, 
7:30 pm, O'Traina's, Wauconda, IL 

30 	Save A Pet Poker Run, Jersy Pine Cruisers 

Contact Jim "Taz" Krepel, 
Activities Committee, (815)459-9345, 

for ideas, comments, or details on rides. 
Check the Top Cats' HotLine for all event details: (847) 622-3501 

Kaution Kornermlllllllilll  
By Traveler 

Detailed, and extensive, studies indicate that 
night time brings reduced visibility. Yes! You 
can trust the studies!! When visibility decreas-
es, so does your ability to react to hazards. 
Reduced reaction time can result in increased 
potential for accidents. 

Solution: Plan a transition to prepare for night 
riding conditions. When dusk arrives, make a 
safety stop and: 

* Replace sunglasses with night glasses that 
you should always carry with you. 
Clean the lenses! 

* Clean your windscreen. Both sides! 
Clean your mirrors. 

* Clean headlight, stoplight, turn signal lenses. 
• Wipe off gages so you won't be squinting. 
* Anticipate cooler temps and add clothing. 
* Prepare your co rider also. 
* Slow down and watch for animals!! 

611 N. Milwaukee Ave. • LIBERTYVILLE • (647) 362-7110 • www.banzaimotorsports.com  
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e-shopin.com  
GOIN' SHOPPING? - CHECK US OUT 

THE BEST ON-LINE SHOPPING MALL 

OVER 200 STORES WITH THE FINEST BRAND NAMES 

SECURE ON-LINE TRANSACTIONS 

www.E-shoppin.com  

"The Future of Online Commerce...' 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 	I  HARM DAVIDSON 	 HARIFY DAVIDSON  

w" SATURDAY 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 4W. 
 SUNDAY CLOSED 

Minutes of the June Meeting 
By Hawkeye 

Safety Tip from Traveler: WATCH OUT FOR 
"ROAD SNAKES." Road snakes are those 
nasty tar strips on the pavement which in hot 
weather become extra slick. Avoid them 
whenever possible. If it isn't possible to 
avoid, be prepared for the front wheel to 
skip a bit, but just hold on and don't overre-
act. The bike will catch itself, and grip will 
return after the skip. 

Charity Ride Update: Ric Case is still looking 
for volunteers to help with the charity event. 
Please call him, or Ray or Diane Caprio. The 
ride is coming up sooner than you think, and 
now is the time to get on board and help 
out. Also, there are Registration Flyers, and 
Corporate Brochures available. The 
Corporate Brochures are used to send to 
companies to ask for their donations. It is a 
self contained explanatory piece, so if you'd 
like to help raise funds take a few and mail 
them to your business contacts. Every little 
bit helps. Also, NISRA has a new 5 minute 
video available for use in making corporate 
presentations. And, GET YOUR RAFFLE TICK-
ETS NOW. 

Ric Case and Traveler are part of the nomi-
nating committee for new Board Members. 
Please contact either of them with YOUR 
ideas for nominating your fellow members 
to the vacancies that will need to be filled 
this year. You MAY also nominate yourself, 
so if you are interested in getting more 
involved with the club, PLEASE let them 
know. 

New Road Captains: Road Captain Rocker 
Patches were awarded to Steve Buckley, for 
his ride to NISRA, and to Craig Martens, for 
his Sunrise Ride. A BIG Top Cat roar to both 
of them. And, odd as it may seem, Traveler 
had never been officially awarded his Road 
Captain rocker. That oversight was correct-
ed. (Now if we can just get him a Top Cats 
member patch to put it under !) 

Ice Man Heniff introduced a special guest, 
who is one of our own, Bernie Weiss. Bernie 
gave us a fascinating account of his recent 
Iron Butt ride from Jacksonville Florida to 
San Diego California. The rules allow 50 
hours to do it. Bernie did it in 44 hours and 
36 minutes ! And he was only the 3rd rider 
to complete this trip on a Harley Road King. 
Big Top Cat roar for Bernie. 

Board Meeting 
Bard Boand, George Lax, Wayne Kirkpatrick, 
Jim Irvine, Ken Glassman, Ric Case, Terry 
Kumro, and Sandy Vernon were in atten-
dance. 

The Top Cats welcome Manolito Gawat of 
Des Plaines, Mike Malloy of Arlington 
Heights, Glen Perniconi of Westchester, Seth 
Wagner of McHenry, Brian Rainey of 
Wauconda, and Joanne Graff of Elk Grove as 
new members. 

The Board approved a $200 expense to spon-
sor a gas stop for the Pony Express Ride that 
Sandy Vernon works so hard for. 
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Hot Investment Tips 
By Gerry Kostuk 

Ever receive a really hot investment tip? How many 
times has it actually worked out? Not - so - hot tips 
can throw a kink in your long - term investment 
approach. Here are some sound tips for the long -
term investor: 
GET STARTED EARLY. It's impossible to stress 
this point too much! Despite other financial pres-
sures, this can often make the difference in reaching 
your goal. Historically, stock values appreciate in 
the long run so investing over longer periods can 
help your appreciation potential with managed risk. 
ESTABLISH A REGULAR INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM. Even experts cannot predict when 
prices are low and on the rise; therefore, the best 
strategy is to invest a set amount every month. Like 
any other investment, this approach cannot protect 
from loss or guarantee a profit, but it may help to 
lower the average cost of your investment purchases. 
REINVEST RETURNS. By reinvesting distribu-
tions from investments, you may be able to increase 
your account balance over the long term. Assuming 
a positive return on your investment, you will realize 
greater benefits from the power of compounding. 
This is the concept of earnings on earnings. 

MAXIMIZE TAX -ADVANTAGED RETIRE-
MENT PLANS. If retirement is one of your objec-
tives, be certain to invest in an employer - sponsored 
retirement plan if you are eligible. Most plans allow 
pre-tax contributions and tax - deferred account earn-
ings. Don't forget about IRAs either. 
DON'T BE TOO SAFE DURING RETIREMENT. 
When you retired, preservation of capital was a 
steadfast financial planning rule. However, because 
of inflation, you should be more concerned with pre-
serving your spending power. To keep ahead of the 
game you must take inflation and taxes into account 
for the actual amount of your investment return. 
"Safe" investments could be a losing proposition if 
they offer no growth potential. 
PREPARE FOR THE LONG HAUL. Follow the 
"Plan." Don't be tempted to over react to short -
term market fluctuations. Chasing "hot" tips could 
damage your long - term plan. 
SCHEDULE REGULAR PORTFOLIO 
CHECKUPS. Your financial portfolio may need 
gradual adjustment as your lifestyle changes. You 
should review your holdings with your financial 
advisor at least once a year. If you have a major life 
change, e.g. baby, marriage, job change, or early 
retirement, make an immediate appointment with 
your financial advisor to adjust your plan. , 

RT - 12 	cec,;P svir 
SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM FOX wed 	FOX LAKE 

Mercury 	847-587-3400 www.foxlakeford.com  
"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 

LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 
CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 

EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 

TOP CATS CATS SPECIAL! 	 FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 
0 	 X 0 	 SAVE 25% 	 X X on all bedliners or running boards X 	 EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS X>  kq with the purchase of ANY X .0 
g 	new or used vehicle 	X 	 SALES - SERVICE - LEASING tivxmavvvvevevsy,-zwx 	

X 
xxXXxx 
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American to have a dirty bike in your garage, let alone 
in your possession. If you have the time and the 
enthusiasm after the ride, clean the bike up. (No cold 
water directly on a hot engine. Let it cool down) You'll 
be able to see leaks, seeps, cracks, and loose gizmos 
better. When it comes time to wash the scooter, the 
responsibility falls to the rider. The CR should help of 
course but it's the rider's responsibility to keep the iron 
clean. Don't think so? Try this. Pull in the drive after 
a four or five hour ride when you're chilled because 
you hit some rain. Get off your bike, throw a towel at 
her and simply say "Call me when you're finished and 
I'll come out to inspect it.". I'll bet you'll realize real... 
damn... quick whose job it is to wash that sucker. 
And, if you need a place to stay that night, call me. 

Equipment Check. In addition to the bike, 
it's also a good time to check and maintain the rest of 
your equipment. Don't leave bugs and bug stains on 
leathers, face shields, leather saddle bags, etc. Clean 
it all up and check it out for serviceability. Just like the 
bike, you want everything ready for next time. Now 
it seems to reason, and it appears fair, that if the rider 
cleans the scooter, the CR should clean and stow the 
other gear. It's smart to go through all storage places 
like saddle bags, T-bags, etc, for two reasons. First it 
helps to prevent leaving that peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich in there for two weeks. And, second, it 
helps you remember what is stowed where. 

Recording. There is certainly no requirement 
to log, or record, your ride. Some riders do it just for 
memory sake. Others do it to have a reference for 
future rides. You might want to jot down a little blurb 
about the ride for ROAR. This spreads the word on 
good places to ride, bad places to ride, and lets other 
riders learn from your experience. Typically, this is the 
CR's duty because the rider is still all wet from wash-
ing the bike. 

SUMMARY. Remember, nothing is all inclu-
sive, and biking is about freedom. So, decide for 
yourself, and come up with your own techniques and 
procedures. When you get it together with your CR, 
it's like an old couple dancing...they enjoy it and they 
don't step on each other's toes! 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE....6 

back. You may pull the rider back with you, away 
from the controls. Hard acceleration can set up a dis-
astrous cycle of events when you ride two up. Here's 
what can happen. You take off too fast, weight shifts 
rearward giving you good fraction. Good fraction, 
hard acceleration, and weight shifting to the rear, 
lightens the front end. The front wheel comes off of 
the ground, the rider and CR slide further back, the CR 
grabs the rider to hang on, the rider can't move for-
ward to put weight on the front wheel to get it down, 
nor will the rider let go of the throttle for fear of being 
pulled off. The front end continues up and over. The 
rider and CR end up in a pile on the pavement as they 
watch the bike slide down the highway for a few 
yards. Typically, this will mark the last time that that 
rider and CR will ever ride together. 

Rest Stops. When you stop for fuel, or food, 
the rider and CR each have certain responsibilities. 
The rider does the mechanical things like refuel, check 
the running gear, oil levels and engine, check stop 
light and turn signal operation, etc. The CR can clean 
the windscreen, lights, mirrors, face shields, check the 
saddle bags and T-bag, pay for fuel, etc. If the duties 
are divided, it goes as smooth as a NASCAR pit stop. 

Communicating. As we know, it's hard to 
talk to your CR on a bike. That's why signals are 
important. Hand signals won't cover every situation 
and it's OK to point to things of interest. Just recog-
nize that when the rider and CR are trying to talk, it 
diverts the rider's attention away from the road. It's 
the same attention - diverting phenomenon as talking 
on a car phone but more critical to safe operations. 

Navigating. Guess what sport fans. 
Navigating is the  responsibility  of the rider. The CR 
can, and should, help. Communicating is critical 
when the CR helps navigate. If the CR is helping, 
work out signals in advance. Simply pointing at road 
signs, or in the preferred direction of travel, works 
OK. A route sheet taped to the tank, taped to the back 
of the rider's vest, or written on the windscreen in 
grease pencil, also works well. A copy of the direc-
tions for the CR enables them to follow the route also. 

POST - RIDE OPERATIONS. After the 
ride there is still a bit of work left. In theory, you want 
to leave the bike in ready - to - ride condition. It's no 
fun to go out to your scooter a week after you last rode 
it and find a puddle of oil under it. You might have 
caught the leak if you'd have checked the bike over 
when you fmished riding the last time. To that end, 
invest a little time in these activities: 

Maintenance. A good time to check oil lev-
els, fuel systems, and cooling systems, if equipped, is 
right after a major ride. This gives you near - accurate 
readings of fluid levels. Look for silvery metal flakes 
or metal "dust" in your oil, on your dip stick, or in 
your sight glass. The CR can be helpful in holding the 
bike upright while you check fluid levels if your bike 
requires that. Don't forget to reset your shocks unless 
you plan on riding two up next time. Again, the CR 
can help. Unless you have air ride, adjusting shocks 
is so much easier with two people. 

Cleaning. It is usually considered un- 
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HOLDEN 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

PASTA DIAVOLO  
HICAGO 

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 

. Phone: 773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
c1 

THE REST CUBAN STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 

\ 	
PURCHASE LEGALL Y IN THE UNITED STATES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 

ORDER ON-Lfiff 
CIGARS 	WWW.VCIGAR.COM  

CARL BENDER, C.E.O. 	 800 367 0153 ORDER 24 FiRs. 
CARLBENDER@AOL.COM 	 847 381 5652 LOCAL NUMBER 

................. 

.DINING 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010.847-382-3474 
DAR & JOHN LUNDE 

Synthetic vs. Petroleum Oil???? 
Contributed by Vince O'Leary 
Ever wonder which type of oil was best for your 
bike? Here's one man's opinion: 

Authored by: Aaron Bockelie 

Beware of synthetic oil, it can do terrible things to 
you and your beloved motorcycle. It will not only 
leak out of your engine faster than you can put it in, 
but it will also cause your oil filter to clog and 
implode, dumping debris and dirt into your lubrica-
tion system. It also will make every part of your 
bike permanently slippery because of its linear mol-
ecular chain dispersion action. Then it will leak onto 
your kickstand causing it to retract automatically, 
dropping your bike on the ground! But that's not 
all... 
Synthetic oil will round off your gears and spin your 
bearings. It will also splatter onto your seat causing 
your girlfriend to fall off in the apex of a turn and 
she'll never ride with you again. Synthetic oil coats 
your sight window and your timing window with a 
whitish pro-emulsification additive that is both non-
removable and highly corrosive. Synthetic oil will 
completely leak onto the ground overnight and your 
dog will drink it and die. Synthetic oil will wear out 
your tires and make your battery leak. It will give 
you the desperate need to urinate after you put your 
full leathers on and then jam your zippers shut. 
It will contaminate your gasoline causing your bike 
to stall on railroad tracks and accelerate uncontrol-
lably near police cars. It will make it rain during ral-
lies and on weekends. It will lubricate your timing 
belts, causing them to jump teeth and break your 
valves to bits. Synthetic oil chemically weakens 
desmodromic valves and causes the clearances to 
change every six miles. Then it melts the black soles 
of your riding boots the night before you walk 
across your new carpeting. 
While riding past groups of attractive women it will 
cause both of your handlebar grips to slip off at the 
same time so you smash your windscreen with the 
bridge of your nose. It also causes your swingarm to 
crack, your studs to break, and your rotors to warp, 
and then it voids your warranty by changing your 
odometer reading to 55,555. It also dries out your 
wet clutch and wets your dry clutch. It makes your 
clutch slave cylinder seal fail in the heaviest traffic 
on the hottest day of the year while putting an angry 
wasp in your helmet for good measure. Synthetic oil 
hides your 13mm socket and puts superglue on your 
earplugs. Synthetic oil will scratch your face shield 
and make your gloves shrink two sizes the night 
before track day. Synthetic oil stole your neutral and 
sold it to the Chinese for $1.25. Synthetic oil will 
make you grow a tail. Synthetic oil will write long 
crazy e-mails to your Internet friends and then sign 
your name at the bottom. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box 576 
Palatine, IL 60078 
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